Glaucoma and cataracts have long been associated in the minds of ophthalmologists. Both conditions are largely problems ofold age and so are certainly associated in this way.
There has been concern for many years that glaucoma itself, or its treatment by anticholinesterase agents or drainage surgery might cause cataracts. Harding and colleagues' case controlled studies from Oxford show that glaucoma is a powerful and independent risk factor for the development of cataracts. This is the first time that this information has been demonstrated so definitively. Glaucoma may be responsible for 5% ofcataracts in their population. It is not possible to say from their data whether it is the glaucoma or its treatment with topical agents or drainage surgery that causes the cataracts. There is reasonable evidence that drainage surgery causes progression of pre-existing cataract, but there is no good evidence as yet that glaucoma surgery does so. 
